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Dear Readers,

In light of the positive feedback received following the publishing of the renewed edition of "Sharsheret
Hadorot”, the Israel Genealogical Society’s periodical, we are pleased to offer our readers, the 2nd issue,
in digital form and again, in Hebrew.

Thus, we hope to achieve a successful, permanent, bi-annual publication of this periodical, and for this
purpose, our editorial board has been reinforced with additional skillful volunteers.

As mentioned in our previous edition, the IGS and its periodical - "Sharsheret Hadorot”, have set as one
of their goals, to open their gates to the entire Israeli society including all its sectors and communities -
Jewish and non-Jewish.

Therefore, we're honored to open this edition with the article of Mr. Zoher Thawkho, the Chairperson
of the Center for the Circassian heritage. In this article, he describes his efforts to discover his family’s
roots, whose history is entangled in the fate of the Circassian refugees. Nowadays, when waves of
refugees fleeing away from various wars and poverty stricken regions around the world, have risen to
unprecedented heights since the 2nd world war, it seems relevant to learn about the Circassian community,
part of which reached Eretz-Israel, in the second half of the 19th century and settled here ever since.

The annals of the Jewish people in Exile have been periodically characterized by pogroms and brutal
massacres, perpetrated by their non-Jewish neighbors and national hosts. Prof. Gur Alroy, has focused
his article on one Jewish historiographer’s project, dedicated to registering the testimonies of the survivors
and the names of victims slaughtered during the pogroms against the Jewish communities in Ukraine,
between the years 1918-1920.

From the Jewish fate in Eastern-Europe during the 1st W.W. we move to the fate of the Jews in Central
Europe during the 2nd W.W. and its aftermath. Mr. Shai Sapir describes the chronicles of his ancestors,
which reached a surprising turning point, after a "Mahzor” of prayers which had belonged to the author’s
family prior to their deportation to Auschwitz, was found at the disposal of a Dutch family.

Following the end of the war, some of the Jewish people who had survived the holocaust, found refuge
in Eretz-Israel, later the State of Israel. Their children, the second generation of the Shoah’s survivors, try
to reconstruct the chain of their familial history which was brutally disconnected and which, their parents
were reluctant to provide details about until their last day. Dr. Zvi Hatkevitz, has dedicated himself
for many years to unearth his family’s roots and their past in Poland. He shares his experience with the
readers, providing also some of the research tools and methods he has used for accomplishing his task.

Genealogy and search of familial roots were also at the center of the late Moshe (alias Moya) Epstein’s
life, following his retirement from work, where he had contributed significantly to Israel’s security and
defense, and for which he was awarded more than once. He started genealogy as a hobby with time
achieving proficiency, by which he revealed the roots and branches of his family’s tree. Mrs. Chana
Furman assisted by Moya's widow and friends, has prepared the report in his memory.

Wishing you a pleasant reading,

Chief Editor: Dr. Dan Eldar Chairman: Moshe Golan
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