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"JEWISH GENEALOGY

Concentration Camp Records May Fill In Gaps
On Family Tree

Miriam Weiner
Although you may not be aware
of it, virtually every Jewish family

and detailed lists compiled from

transport data.

death cards. These cards include
name of victim, date and place of

search randomly through the
rows upen rows of filing cabinets.

suffered losses during the  During a recent interview with  birth, nationality and occupation, It is estimated that the files con-
samwisko [ [0Kabotic, N 42FF Nazwisk FAMILY NAME —FITe
PIRST NAME Type of prisoner
Imiona Tsoael o Imiona ; o je i.e..political
ur. 28 1. .A913 w ur. DATE OF BIRTH w . PLACE OF BIRTH
NATY ITY CQUNTRY OF RE
Narodowoéé 2 7 el Prayn. panstw. oo S— Narod OCCU:::::O& Puy(x?. pahsi{w
Zawéd praybyt .. A5 v 4942, Zawéd przybyl .DATE OF ARRIVAL .
ol d it DATE OF TRANSFER d DESTINATION (to)
pr o y : o
DATE OF DEATH . DISCHARGE
zmard Iniony amarl y
Uwagi: Uwagi REMARKS
trodta 1 w _PPMN Tol-5 5.7 se6din & materiaty SOURCE OF REFERENCE (document number)
i
LDA Lublin, em. THAS n. 1084 LDA Lublin, sam. THAS n, 1060
Sample record from Majdanek archives (translation provided).

Holocaust. Sometimes the victims
were ‘'distant’’ family members,
perhaps some even unknown to
you. For all of our ancestors who
came to America, there were the
cousing, brothers and sisters,
aunts and uncles who remained
behind and had children, many
later to become one of the six
million Jewish victims.

Although numerous published
and computerized sources exist
for documenting both victims and
survivors, the actual records
maintained in the various concen-
tration camps, ghettos, and an-
nihilation centers are a seldom-
used source for the average
genealogist. These records con-
sist of documents, photographs,

Edward Dziakosz in his office at
the Majdanek concentration camp
site in a suburb of Lublin, Poland,
he showed me typical records
which document over 350,000

people who perished at Maj--

danek. Dziakosz is the director of
the national museum, established
in October, 1944, which main-
tains the remains of the camp
along with a permanent exhibi-
tion, archive, and various
publishing activities.

According to Dziakosz, after
the war, files consisting of
100,000 cards were found in the
clothing store, arranged in
alphabetical order. The names
originated from transport lists,
clothing, hospital archives, and

date of death (or discharge), and
the source of reference. Some in-
dex cards contain incomplete in-
formation. Copies of documents
are provided upon request to
family members.

Requests for searches should
be sent to Krystyna Madalowa,
Panstwowega Muzeum at Maj-
danek, Droga Meczennikow Maj-
danek 67, Lublin 20-325 Poland.

Recently, a research trip to
Poland afforded me the opportuni-
ty to examine various concentra-
tion camp records at the most in-
famous Nazi concentration
camp—located at Auschwitz/
Birkenau. During an interview at
the Auschwitz Museum, ODr.
Franciszek Piper permitted me to

tain in excess of 1% million index
cards—each representing just
one document in the Auschwitz
archives. There were no cards on
file for anyone with my family
name, but there were cards on
file of interest to fellow
genealogist, Gary Mokotoff,
whose family came from Warka,
Poland. A request was made for
copies of the documents describ-
ed in the card file. The docu-
ments, which arrived in the mail
about three months later, contain
detailed biographical information
for Mokotoff/Mokotow family
members from Warka, including
transport numbers and destina-
tion.

For Gary Mokotoff, who has
been trying to document his fami-
ly members during the Holocaust
period, these documents painfully
answered some questions which
have haunted him for many years.

Upon receipt of a completed in-
quiry form, the Auschwitz archive
personnel will search their
records and send copies of any
documents found, with no charge
for the search or the documents.
Address inquiries to: Panstwowe
Muzeum, 32-603 Uswiecim,
Poland.

The recent disclosure by the
Tass News Agency of identity
cards for thousands of Auschwitz
prisoners provides another
source to learn the fate of family
members—a source previously
buried and virtually inaccessible
in Soviet archives.

According to Valentina
Fatyukhina, head of the Soviet
Red Cross research department,
“'the deaths of over 74,000 peo-
ple were neatly recorded, day
after day. hour after hour, in 46

huge volumes. Their names, birth
dates and the names of parents
were written down."' she said

The ‘‘death books'' contain
detailed data of prisoners who
perished at Auschwitz-Birkenau.
with a full page devoted to each
victim listed. including cir-
cumstances ot death and
biographical information
Previously, the material was
available only to a few authorized
researchers, primarily govern-
ment agencies, including the Of-
fice of Special Investigations
(Washington, D.C.), which is
best known for its efforts in pro-
secuting Nazi war criminals.

With microfilming of the books
recently completed by the inter-
national Red Cross in West Ger-
many, many historians around
the world anxiously await access
to the material as it offers
valuable information not previous-
ly available, making it possible to
identify citizens of many coun-
tries who were among the victims
at Auschwitz.

Another Auschwitz archive
employee, Barbara Jarosz.
described and showed me ap-
proximately 3,000 family
photographs taken from Jewish
prisoners. The photos were glued
into large ledger books originally
intended for accounting purposes
and will be microfilmed in the
near future. The Russian army
which liberated Auschwitz, found
these pholos and, in the early
1950s, they were given to the
Auschwitz Museum. At present,
few of the photos are identified.
but depict faces we can
“‘recognize.’’ In leafing through
the album pages, it was easy to
understand why these photos
were carried to the "'very end.”
Even though none of my family
members was known fo have
been in Auschwitz, | found myselt
peering at the nameless faces in
the phetos and wondering who
the people were—men, women.
and children—could any of them
have been my cousins?
Possibly. ...
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