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deals with the one million Jews who fled or
were expelled from Arab countries, was
shown. The David Project and IsraTV
produced the forty-nine minute presentation
in 2005.

Czestochowa-Radomsko Area Research

Group (CRARG)

Daniel Kazez

Members and potential members of the
Czestochowa-Radomsko Area Research
Group met on Sunday, 13 August 2006, at
the IAJGS Conference in New York City.
President and CRARG founder Daniel
Kazez presented the year in review:

1. Expansions to its free-access, searchable
Holocaust database covering Holocaust
survivors and victims throughout Poland
http://www.cracg.org, one of the largest
on the web.

2. Detailed work on pre-Holocaust records
for Czestochowa, Radomsko, Plawno,
and several other nearby towns.

3. Detailed work on pre-1826 birth, mar-
riage, and death records for Radomsko,
Plawno, and other nearby towns.

4. Receipt of major funding from the Claims
Conference (Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany) and the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

5. Receipt of over 100 financial contribu-
tions from individuals.

SIG South Africa

Saul Issroff

The Southern African SIG focuses on Africa
south of the equator. There were several very
well attended sessions with participants from
Israel, United States, United Kingdom,
South Africa, Canada etc.

The first session was an overview of the scope
and activities of the SIG given by Roy Ogus
(see www.jewishgen.org/safrica). It was illu-
strated with a PowerPoint presentation
covering the aims, areas, websites, projects
and newsletter.

The SIG ‘business’ meeting included the
following: a review of the SA-SIG Mission
statement, and the board members; a sum-
mary of key activities of the SA-SIG,

including the newsletter; the clearinghouse
project; the treasurer’s report [Mike Getz]; an
overview of SA-SIG Web pages; a group
discussion with questions and answers in an
open forum.

Saul Issroff concluded with an outline of the
current activities and future projects of the
Centre for Jewish Migration and Genealogy
at the Isaac and Jessie Kaplan Centre for
Jewish Studies, University of Cape Town,
South Africa: http://chrysalis.its.uct.ac.za/
CGI/cgi_Rootweb.exe

The primary aim of the Centre is to research
the estimated 15,000 core families who
migrated to Southern Africa between 1850-
1950 from England, Germany, Lithuania,
Latvia and Belarus:

. To map the entire history of Jewish
migration to South Africa with the aim
of providing authoritative and definitive
data for the Discovery Centre at the South
African Jewish Museum (SAJM),

. To integrate the genealogical data in
multi-disciplinary research initiatives un-
der the auspices of the Isaac and Jessie
Kaplan Centre at the University of Cape
Town. Current projects include the digiti-
zation and data entry of the passenger lists
on the Union Castle ships from South-
ampton and London to South Africa
between 1880 and 1930.

The SA SIG luncheon was addressed by Ann
Rabinowitz (Miami Beach) who gave a vivid
account of her Kupishok origin family, their
emigration to South Africa and subsequent
settlement in the area around Bot Rivier,
Cape. This ‘dorp’ or ‘SA shtetl’ visit was well
illustrated graphically.

The computer workshops were an innovation
at this Conference. Roy Ogus and Saul
Issroff gave a workshop attended by around
20 people with hands on demonstrations of
how to research Southern Africa on the
Internet.

There were a number of people new to
Southern African research and lively ques-
tion and answer sessions ensued.
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Latvia SIG Activities

Martha Lev-Zion

The Latvia SIG luncheon was held on
Monday, 14 August. David Michaelson
discussed his efforts to restore one of the
last wooden synagogues in Eastern Europe:
the Green Synagogue of Rezekne.

Briefly, the Green Synagogue is the only
synagogue in Rezekne that survived World
War II, and it is the synagogue where
David’s great grandparents were married.
The building now stands empty and con-
demned. Dave has attracted the attention of
the World Monuments Fund, the Heritage
Conservation Network, and the Latvian
Tourism Development Agency in his effort
to restore the synagogue.

The annual meeting of Latvia SIG took place
on Tuesday, 15 August. The business meet-
ing included the election of new officers and
the status of various projects and database
activities.

Following the business meeting, Henry
Blumberg, the new SIG president, presented
his rare collection of Old Latvia memorabilia
including turn-of-the-century photographs
and post cards of long-gone Latvian shtetls
and communities. Bella Zisere talked about
contemporary Jewish life in Riga and other
parts of Latvia. This talk was followed by a
lively question and answer period.

Following the meeting, many in the SIG
contingent proceeded to see the documentary
film, ‘‘My Jewish Grandfather.’’ The film
was made about 10 years ago by Danish
filmmaker Casper Hoyberg, who was born in
Israel to a Danish mother and Jewish father.
The film deals with his tracing the origins
and fate of his Jewish grandfather who was
born in Riga. It includes historical footage of
Riga and current video of his trip there.

On Wednesday, 16 August, in one of the
formal sessions, Bella Zisere, a current
resident of Riga as well as a Ph.D. candidate
at the Institute for Political Studies in Paris
(Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris), pre-
sented material based on her dissertation
research. Entitled ‘‘Memory of the Holocaust

in Latvia: A Contemporary Debate,’’ Bella’s
presentation focused on questions and issues
concerning the Holocaust in Latvia as viewed
within ethnic communities since Latvia’s
democratization. The critical role of the local
Latvian population in the event was dis-
cussed within the context of recent scholarly
research, the Latvian media and oral inter-
views with members of the Latvian Jewish
and non-Jewish population. Now, more than
sixty years after the conflict, those events still
affect inter-ethnic relationships within Lat-
via.

Rom SIG

Merle Kastner, Dorothy Bernstein and

Bruce Reisch

The Rom SIG met Tuesday afternoon,
August 15, 2006. Chairing the meeting was
Merle Kastner and the moderator was Bruce
Reisch. There were sixty-five participants.

Rom SIG is a non-dues paying group and
anyone interested in the area is free to join by
logging onto the JewishGen site http://
www.jewishgen.org/romsig/, then subscrib-
ing to the Rom SIG e-mail list, as per the
instructions on the site. We suggest you
subscribe, using the ‘digest’ option.

Renee Steinig and Simon Kreindler pre-
sented their impressions of the value of the
reunion of Czernowitzers and their descen-
dants held in Czernowitz/Chernivtsi, Uk-
raine, this past May. Simon also talked
about the steps he took to prepare for this
trip.

Bruce Reisch presented an update on re-
sources for genealogical research into your
roots in Jewish Bukovina. Notes can be
found on the following website: http://
www.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org/sadgura/
ReischToronto.html

The following information was presented at
the meeting:

The Yizkor Book for Moldova is now online.

Burial records will be put on CD and the
information sent to JewishGen for posting on
the JOWBR site.
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An update on the Kishinev and Moldova
Shtetl site is currently in preparation by Peter
McDonald.

Work is continuing on records from Kishi-
nev, Bendery and Beltsy and work will soon
start on the records from Herta (now in
Ukraine but formerly in Romania).

We are in need of more volunteers to work
on translating primary sources written in
Cyrillic and Hebrew/Yiddish. Anyone inter-
ested in helping out can contact Bob Wascou
at: robertw252@aol.com

It was noted that getting information from
Bucharest is still very difficult. Suggestions
for Romanian Jewish Research can be
obtained from:
Merle Kastner: merlek@videotron.ca
Bruce Reisch: bir1@nysaes.cornell.edu

Those interested in hiring a researcher in
Romania, please check out the name of the
researcher with others, including Rosanne
Leeson. You can contact her at
rdleeson@sbcglobal.net

A very useful Romanian website is: http://
czernowiotz.ehpes.com, which includes in-
formation on joining the online Czernowitz/
Sadagora Jewish Genealogy Discussion
Group.

Records from Romania

In order to obtain copies of civil records
from Romania, a request should be sent by
air mail to:

Archivele Nationale
B-dul Regina Elisabeta nr. 49, Sector 5
050013
Bucuresti ROMANIA

Or by fax: +4021-312-58-41

The request should include the following:

Name of person who is the object of request
Date and place of birth/marriage/death
Religious affiliation

Rom-SIG Projects:

All-Romanian Database
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/#Romania

Czernowitz Cemetery Project
http://czernowitz.ehpes.com (data not yet
online).

The Orgeyev (Orhei), Moldova Yizkor book
has been fully translated by Terry Lasky and
is now online at: http://www.jewishgen.org/
Yizkor/Orgeyev/Orgeyev.html. It is 216
pages long with over 250 pictures.

Not strictly for Romanian research, but very
worthwhile for genealogy research in general
is Steve Lasky’s ever-expanding online Mu-
seum of Family History:
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/

Rom-SIG Internet site:
http://www.jewishgen.org/romsig/

L
Abstracts from Foreign Genealogical Journals

Maajan, Switzerland and Hamburg. No. 76,

September 2005

Esther Ramon

Switzerland

Evidence of Jewish Existence, by Raymund
M. Jung.
In order to authenticate the Jewish presence
in Poland the article presents a drawing of a

wooden synagogue in Pogrzebyszcze and a
drawing from 1762 showing a Polish bishop
burning confiscated Jewish books.

The Cemetery in Wangen, by Peter Stein
The article gives a short account of the
history of the Jews in Wangen until the Nazi
era. Jews arrived in Wangen after 1611 when
the plague broke out in Thurgau and the
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Jews were blamed for its outbreak. The first
known Jew of the town was Moses Ainstein
who arrived in 1657 from Buchau and he is
the ancestor of Albert Einstein.

The cemetery opened in 1827. The article lists
112 Jews who were buried in Wangen and for
most of them there are dates of birth and
death.

The Cemetery in Worblingen, by Peter Stein
Jews lived there from 1611 to 1902. The
cemetery was opened in 1857 and there are 37
names listed together with dates of death.

Rita Rifgen Weil, by Nelly Marksitzer
The writer shows that Rita Rifgen Weil who
is listed in her family tree was born in 1747
and she mentions that her family is des-
cended from the Maharam of Rothenburg.

Second List of Name Changes of Jews from

Mainz – a Discovery that raises questions, by
Ernest Kallmann
The first list is from 1808 and the second
from 1838. The writer compares between
them and raises questions about the French
jurisdiction over this area and the legal status
of the Jews in the city.

The Ancestors of Elisabeth Goldschmidt from

Kassel and Mannheim, by Sigismund von
Dobschuetz (part one).
The writer relates the history of the Jews in
the two cities Kassel and Mannheim and
emphasizes the status of the court Jews,
including the family of Elisabeth Gold-
schmidt who was born in 1888 in Kassel
and whose family converted to Protestantism
a short time before her birth. In 1908 she
married Gottfried von Collas and separated
from him in 1928. She survived the Holo-
caust and died in 1974.

A List of the Ancestors of Rene Marksitzer,
by Nelly Marksitzer-Uscher
The list is four pages long and gives the
names of 293 people including dates of birth
and death. The oldest name is of Samuel Uri
Schraga Weil who was born about 1565 in
Burgau.

Hamburg

History of the Drucker Family in Hamburg,
by Juergen Sielemann (part three)

Between The West Indies and Hamburg, by
Michael Studemann-Halevy (part ten)

Sources for Researching Jewish Families in

the Hamburg Archives, by Juergen Sielemann
(part ten).

Etsi, Vol. 9, No.33, June 2006

Mathilde Tagger

The editor of ETSI, Laurence Abensur-
Hazan, authored all of the articles in this
fascinating issue, therefore, before I provide
a summary of the contents, I would like to
direct attention to the call of the editor heard
at the meeting of the Sephardim SIG held at
the International Conference on Jewish
Genealogy, August 2006 New York. Her
request was very straightforward, ‘‘Please
send me any kind of articles on the Sephardic
Diaspora. I will be happy to publish them.’’

Following is a summary of the articles:

This time we travel from the Alliance School
in Izmir with the list of 240 students who
studied there from the year of its founding in
1873 until 1879 and arrived in 18th century
Saloniki. Sources on life in the community
from this period are not plentiful and here
are brought the words of the missionary
priest Jean-Baptiste Souciet. The most inter-
esting thing in the book by the monk was
that in 1743, the Saloniki community had not
yet taken shape but was divided between the
Jews who came in the 14th and 15th centuries
from Germany and Hungary and the exiles
who came from Spain and Italy. It would
take 100 years before it was united and
another 200 years before the Nazis destroyed
it.

Our excursion in the Ottoman Empire
concludes in the city of Gallipoli, or as it is
known today, Gelibolu, located in the
European part of Turkey south of Istanbul.
In the report that arrived in the Alliance
Archives it states that the Jewish quarter was
completely destroyed in an earthquake that
took place in August 1912. It details the
rescue activity by the Jewish community and
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it has appended to it a list of those who
participated in the rescue committee. One
can see unique names to that community
such as Chebi and Aldorotti. The article
brings another account on life in the Jewish
community as reported by a British traveler
who wrote about his time in Gallipoli and
published it in 1873.

We jump westward and arrive at the Con-
stantine community, the third largest in
Algeria. In 1880 elections were held through-
out the entire District of Constantine to
choose delegates for the Consistoire General
de France, which is the central body of the
community. From an administrative stand-
point, Algeria was considered an integral
part of France and therefore delegates from
Constantine were members of the committee
that met in Paris, the capital city. The author
found a document signed by fifty-three
voters protesting against the election that
they claimed was held fraudulently. As a
result of the letter, the ballots were counted
again in the presence of the Chief Rabbi of
Algeria and the results were rectified. The
document’s signatories are listed in the end of
the article.

It should be pointed out that this voter’s list
is found along with other documents in the
Central Archives for the History of the
Jewish People in Jerusalem. It includes the
family name, the first name and sometimes
the name of the father, occupation and age.
The index to these details has been available
for over a year at the following site:
http://www.sephardicstudies.org/entrance.html

GenAmi, No.36 - Juin 2006

Mathilde Tagger

This issue includes an article on the history of
the community of Dobrovnik, Croatia from
its beginning with the Jews coming after the
Expulsion from Spain until the Holocaust in

1943. It should be noted that the Dobrovnik
synagogue together with its library survived.
Today the synagogue serves as a museum for
Torah scrolls from the 14th century together
with other precious religious objects. GenA-
mi has initiated a project ‘‘Genealogy and
Children’’ in order to teach the young
generation about their family roots. There
is also a long article on the Darmsteter
brothers and their ties with the Rabbinic
family Brandeis.

Revue du Cercle de Généalogie Juive,

No.86, April-June 2006

Mathilde Tagger

The Jews of Tripoli on the Eve of its becoming

a Colony (1911), Jacques Taı̈eb.

Very little has been written about the history
of Tripoli, the capital of Libya, which was for
generations part of the Ottoman Empire
until it became an Italian colony in 1911.
Since documents detailing the history of
Tripoli’s Jews are so rare, the author
concentrates on analyzing the common local
Jewish family names.

An additional article deals with personal
names that were in common use in Alsace in
northeastern France.

A rather entertaining article deals with the
connection that a member of the French
Jewish Genealogical Society, Andree Lantz-
Margolin, found with Maurice Blanc who
wrote a series of suspense novels in the first
half of the 20th century featuring Arsene
Lupin, a daring thief noted for his extra-
ordinary elegance.

Finally is the article by Laurent Kassel on the
history of Wittersheim, a community in the
Alsace District.

L
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